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The members of Liverpool Legends are (left to right) Davey Justice (as Paul McCartney), Joe Bologna (Ringo Starr), Marty Scott
(George Harrison) and Kevin Mantegna (John Lennon). The Beatles-tribute band plays Dec. 3 at St. Mary Church In Griffith.

British beat,
Fab 4 treat

Double dose of tribute acts will salute
Beatles — and Elvis — at Griffith show
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Just in time for the holidays,
Louise's boys perform Satur-
day, Dec. 3, at St. Mary Church's
Hildebrandt Hall in Griffith.

It's officially labeled “North-
west Indiana’s Annual Bob
West Christmas Show.”

West is an Elvis Presley trib-
ute artist who'll portray “The
King” at the boffo flashback.

Imagine: Memories of the
Beatles and Elvis are going (o
erupt at one big show.

When two legends of rock 'n’
roll are mimicked at the same
bash, it makes for a punchy
pairing

“This is something that not
many people have seen,” said
Highland's Gene Franiak, who
manages West and serves as
producer of the retro night at
St. Mary's.

Franiak said West will put
his 2 ¥-octave voice to work at
the Griffith show.

“That range is reached in
songs such as ‘Hurt' and '‘Rags
to Riches,’ " Franiak said.

West’s show was brought to
Hildebrandt Hall last December,
but this year Franiak is adding
the British pop of Liverpool Leg-
ends, who'll perform right
before “Elvis” takes the stage.

Together less than a year, Liv-
erpool Legends rocked Busch
dinals played a home game there.

Cardinals manager Tony
LaRussa was impressed by
what he saw at the ball field.

“He liked us so much that he
hired us for his own, like, party
that's coming up in January,”
Scott said, alluding to an
intriguing West Coast gig.
“He's flying us out there, like,
first class. It's really cool.”

Scott is joined in Liverpool
Legends by Kevin Mantegna,
who, like Scott, calls Schaum-
burg, Ill., home. Mantegna por-
trays John Lennon.

Ringo Starr is played by Joe
Bologna of Flint, Mich. Paul
McCartney is portrayed by
Davey Justice, who was
recruited from Las Vegas.

Mantegna believes he's got the
juiciest character to portray in
Lennon. Part of Mantegna's job
is to bring out the “jokester”
side of Lennon onstage.

Dishing copycat guitar riffs
is important, but Liverpool

Louise Harrison, the sister of the Beatles' George Harrison, manages a
tribute band that includes Kevin Mantegna (left, as John Lennon) and

Marty Scott (as George).

If you go

Whe: Liverpool Legends (a
Beatles salute) and Bob West
(an Elvis Presley tribute)
Where: St. Mary Church’s
Hildebrandt Hall, 525 N.
Lafayette St., Griffith

When: Saturday, Dec. 3; doors
open at 5 p.m., dinner at 5:30
p.m., show at 7:15 p.m.
Tickets: $40 and $45: For
tickets, call 924-0888 (price
includes dinner and open bar).
Special note: Tickets will not
be sold at the door.

Legends knows it's also crucial
to playfully engage audience
members.

“If you're not having fun,
they're not gonna have fun,”
Mantegna said.

Liverpool Legends kept the
crowd bouncin' in August at
the Lake County Fair.

The Crown Point-area con-
cert offered standard Beatles
tunes and more adventuresome
material. Donning costumes
representing various Fab Four
eras, Liverpool Legends can
traipse from the familiar (“Yel-
low Submarine") to the edgier
(“T Am the Walrus™).

Louise Harrison's involve-
ment with the group began when
she became acquainted with
Mantegna and Scott.

“I considered them to be the
very, very best John and
George that 1 have ever seen,
other than the originals, of
course,” Harrison, 74, said in a
phone interview this month.

Even though Mantegna and
Scott made a great John and
George, respectively, there
couldn’t be any endorsement
from Harrison until there was
a complete — and solid — Beat-
les cover band.

The older sister of George
Harrison was resolute: I said I
know that you two are the very,
very best John and George I've
ever seen, but unless you get an
equally good Paul and Ringo, |
can't really put my name with
you because I've tried, over the
last 40 years, to make absolute-
ly sure that nothing I ever do is
going to bring dishonor or dis-
credit to my brother's name.”

George Harrison, the Beat-
les’ lead guitarist, died of can-
cer in 2001 at the age of 58.

His older sister is confident
that Liverpool Legends do him
justice.

“I had to know that I had the
kind of guys that George would
enjoy,” she said.

Even though Harrison hails
from the Beatles’ hometown of
Liverpool, England, she lives in
southern Illinois.

For Scott, playing George
Harrison in her enterprise has
been financially pleasing.

“I mean, we're not million-
aires like the Beatles were, but
we're all doing better at this
than we've done at anything
else in our lives,” he said.

Before blasting “She Loves
You,” Scott was a trader and
bond-pit guy at the Chicago
Board of Trade.

Being George is cooler.

“Not only is it better, it's so
much less stressful,” he said.



