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Fumn things b do this week
in the Fox Valley

Long and winding road

Role of Harrison's sister in Beatles love runs from Fab Four backer to trilnde band manager

By Jamie Greco
Dhaiby Hevid VCormeyprmdent

| Im 1563, while the alarm clock
s still 1irkir|g on the arrival af
Beatlemania in the 154,
Creorpe Flarrison, lead guitarist
for the Band, arrived in down-
stane Henton, 0L, for a visit with
his slster Loise,

The family celebrated a child’s
hirthday, went camping in the
Shawnee Forest and enjoyed
each ather’s company in the
rebaxed stmosphere of a small
T

Thie veact tirme Ive would anrive

I thie Unilzed Seates, it would be

At the newly christened John F

Ktuh.cd}' Alrpart in New York

City in the company of three

&rmug men with the eyes of the
n them,

On Feb, %, 1964, the Beatles
appeared an TVs “The Fd Sulll-
van Show” with Lonsise Harrison

It ndaroe.
Manager Brinn el had
orchestrated the band’s tri

umphant entry inte American
pap culture, but behind the
seenes in small-town Hlinois,
Louise Harrison was doing
mare than her shane for her linde
brother

“In 1963, my mum had sent
miz somie o the first singles and
then thelr first album,” Harisan
recills, "Being a kwving hig sister,
[awent ol b all of the mdio sta-
tions in the area within a
100-mibe radne”

She wias met with less dan an
enthusiastic response,

“They wene kooking at me as
that poor, silly woman that
trying to get her

somewhere, and
they're rr.u!l!:,r ner
food and never
gokng to get any- |
whiere, My leeling
was, ‘this poos lot,
they're going o
miss the boan if
;l.hlm"‘ nat Cane-
il

Betan (Epstein). In every leqer 1
sabd 1o him. "You've got (o get
them on “The Ed Sulllvan
Show,™ " Haamisan sabd.

When it finally happened, her
brother’s fame wasn't o 1.\rg|:
clfustment to Harrison,

“Te feft very natural. It abwans
seemed like that's the way it
should be,” Harrison remem-
bered,

Rumars followed fame and
Harrlzon found herself cast in
W roles: & lial-
son between the
Beatles and their
fans — and in
that  capacity,
refio personadity,

It began with a
trip 1o tee British
ambassadaor
T inWashing.
tan, DUE., where
the Beatles were
Invited to & party

Hamison began to with Loulse in
research the attendance,
music business, “While they
Every week she were there, some
wrclased shoiw George Harrisan |SETRApET G LI
iness-industry behind Ringa and
magazines — Cashbox and Varl-  cut his hair,” Harrison recalled.
rt'r— n costly venrure in those  The story became muddled in

'1 wns writing long letvers 1o

the telling. and soon it was
repiriex] thal the British ambas-

Liverpool Legends, above, Is a
Beaties tribule band managed
by Loulse Harrlsan, steter of the
lata Beatie e Harrisan. The
banad will play Friday night at
the Clearwater Theator in West
Dundee. From left, in full Sgt.
Pepper regalia, are Joo Bologna
% Ringo, Kevin Mantegna as
John, Davey Justicn as Paul and
Marty Scotl a3 George. Louise
Harrigon, ai right, shown in a
phota from mEanEges &
Beaties tribute band called Liv-
erpool Legends.

saidor's wifie had wresthed Ringo
to the ground to snip off a lock
of his hnir.

Harrison was appalled ait the
slang

“I was incensed at the dig-
honor it was doing to the
ambassadors wife, 5o 1 called
thee big radio starion in 5t Louds
and sald, “This ls not what hap-
pened,”

As . result, the story wis cor-
rected and Hamison was offered
1t joh at the station doing o Beats
|z mepecirt.

It turned out T had
flair for mlﬂng. and

uile &
30 for

She tme?up being broad-
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cast on 19 statlons, each
l'u:-:l:-ml.nglhl: Moo 1 station In lts

h!:m: impertantly, her inter-
action with the fans became a
it af her [Efie that gha treasures
£ this dlage

“Its a viery, very great respans
sibiticy amd its also a very, very
:eallﬁrm!q,e 1o have been
orn inte the position I'm in.

and because
l:uf all limsu: wr storles that
were gedting out,” she said,

“Staries which were discredit-
ing the Beatles and making
Uhern look like & bunch af ferks
— T haud to pur thac right®

“l was trying to protect the

COLKTESY OF LIVLRMIIL LEGER DY

i you go

MWUHMMS

ties ik band managed by
Loutsa Harison, sister of th ke
Geongs

Wtieen: Fricta. Dooes ofen at T
[p-m.; haand will bsgin pliring at
9:30 p.m.

Wheres Clearwatir Thiadir, 56
W Main 5t West Dundee

Tickets: §10
Call: (247 836-8620

young teenagers from the way
the media was twisting the
story”

Harrison's parents hegan
arswering letters fram
sigming thoss kewers, “Love from
M and Dad Harrison.”

“Ta me, thiry staned o glabal
family of ' i People,”™ Harri-
som sald. 1 mever wse the
Tan.' The Beatle famidy felt that
they belonged to a family, and
through thi Beatles d:r;_r wire
cannected o each oth

S FEACE o GE 2

Peace: Senior Harrisons began ‘Beatle People’

Contised from frige |

Years later. soon after her
baother had died, Hagrison was
lata nostalpin-based g'lthcﬂng
_' in Chicago, Another phase in

her lifie s about 1o hegin,
She was standing in the back
| of the hall, next to a man video-
taping American English, a
pepular Beatles tribute band.
The: camerm transmitted Marty
Seodt in his role as George Harri-
son o whens she slood,
“Ouite unhidden, the tears
just ralled down my Face, I'm
| nat a wimpy kind of a person. 1
hadn’t really eried aboutl my
brather being pone, LS
| feeling ls he wanted 1o be with
his sweet Lord,
“But pedng Marmy, It reminded

me s0 much of how George
soumded and how he stood and
how he looked on stage, it just
brought those tears to my eyes.”

Huurrison was 50 m , she
began a brodhes-sister relation -
ship with Scott. She admired his
musical talent, but there was
something maore,

“He had within him many of
the kind, loving and Ry tmits
that my brather had. It was as
though my brother kind of
painted him out o me.”

Harrison said she and Scott
became a8 chose as she had Felt
1o heer “ariginal hrother”

*We can falk 1o exch ather
just the sarme wiany CGearge and [
alidl, an every subject,” she said,

And %o, 'when Scoft's band
disintegrated, Harrison was one

of the first people he called.
Harrison offered
in ary form it

It came into her ml.nd that

she might be able 10 usc her  the

contacts in the world of Beatle
People to manage a new band
with Scott and long-time friend
Kevin Mantegna, who portrays
fabin Lennom

“1 thoughe 1 mlg;ht be able to
help, even though 1 know noth-
ing about it, other than the
advice | had given to Brian
(Epstein] all those years ago,”

She began by incorporating
and calling on & farmer aseo-
ate, Michelle Dwoskin, to jein
her in her new path as band
manager for Passed Masters,
Seoar and Mantegna's acoustic
Beatles mwibute,

r assistance  formed,

Liverpoal Legends was then
and includes Davey Jus-
tice as Paul; Joe Bologna as
Ringa; and Bob Dobra filling out
s and percussion in
A full- oy Beatbes TiCe.

Thie band will perform Friday
ight at the Clearwater Theater
= }&“Mf o thin

m nat golng to do anything
half-hearted,” E}H‘ d. “If I'm
going to attempt bnl:u:nman
ager 1 will do it properly,
Ermf{'mmlly and with all the

lls and whis

She had im periant criterin for
the: band.

“Lets form a band that
Gearge would have loved o he
partal”

“We'd like this band 1o be
quite wndque from the other 500

Beattes bands out there, We're
golng to make our repertolre
VETY, VETY extensive.

“That's something George
used 1o complain about. He'd
say, 'Om these tours we'd only
?n 1o play cur number one hizs

0 e 50 bosing.,

ha, :I-I'.amgm carries on in her
new role as band manager, once
n.ga]n helping to keep the Beat-

les” mssae.gi-: of love and peace
at the forefront of the public’s
imngination.

“Wie're making sure that
George's attitude gets satisfied
by plaving scads of different
things, It will be the kind of
thing that Greorge will rmjcr:r.'

*The whaole thing from my
polnt of view,” she sadd =, is to

pleade Geonge,”




